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A Yearn for the Yen? ar 


Half a million bucks a year is a pretty big carrot. Especially when you're currently on a 
package worth a reported $180,000. But is money everything? Here was a coach in the 
enviable position of carrying a team to the World Cup Finals in France provided they could 
beat New Zealand and the nation which finishes fourth in the Asian qualifters next year. 
To be honest, it's difficult to name too many countries with an easier task. Providing of 
course you do your homework. 

At first glance, you have fo wonder why ET would go. He was just over twelve months 
away from what is surely the pinnacle of any coach's career, and perhaps multiplying his 
asking price when he went out in style in July 1998. Having the opportunity to match your 
wits with the finest soccer minds in the worfd is surely the ultimate. But maybe Eddie 
Thomson figured this was a chance which may never come again. Sure, the offers may 
have come flooding in if Australia advanced to the second round in France, but he may 
never have worked again if we stumbled at the tast qualifying hurdle. 


If truth is the first casualty of war then Eddie Thomson has been fighting one hell of a 
battle. Some of the quotes attributable to ET over the past two months have been 
laughable. In early September he brushed off suggestions that negotiations had begun by 
claiming the Japanese press had mistaken him for Stuart Baxter. Then he met with 
Hiroshima officials while on tour with the Socceroos in South Africa, but upon his return to 
Australia claimed "! am not going anywhere, this is all speculation". But the con was up 
after the Saudi game when he declared he would be keen to continue as Oz coach whether 
it be full-time or part-time. 

Why the pretence? Well, if the Japanese had chosen another applicant on their short- 
list, ET would never have lived it down. He has already been under enormous pressure 
from critics of his playing system, as well as officials and journalists unable to believe he 
escaped Justice Stewart's noose, and failure to qualify for France would have brought calls 
for a public flogging. 

It's somehow appropriate that ET departed with the comment ”...it is a wonderful career 
opportunity and my contract with Soccer Australia was up in 1998 anyway", 

Oh, well that's all right then! 


Almost Perthfect 


After all the drama of the off season and general disinterest shown by the bulk of the 
clubs towards the Johnnie Walker Cup it was a relief for the real stuff to finally get 
underway, and if the opening couple of rounds is any indication then the target of one million 
paying customers in the regular season is a realistic one. That would require an average 
attendance of around 5,500 per match, but with over 41,500 attending the seven matches in 
round one the signs are there that the magic seven digit figure can be reached before the 
finals begin next April. 

lf there was one dark spot over the opening weekend it was the fack of glory for Perth in 
front of their home crowd, but as David Ratcliffe was ready to point out after the match, 
there are plenty of teams in the Ericsson Cup who will struggle to come away from WA with 
one point, let alone three. Newcastle proved they are capable of miracles occasionally and 
with Wollongong and Canberra showing patches of good form the league may not be played 
in 'two divisions' as some fans and journalists feared. 

Such a shame then that the round three Collingwood v Olympic clash has been 
postponed, just when the league had a chance to build a bit of momentum. The Warriors 
had received countless enquiries about the clash and there was a real chance of a sell-out 
with Collingwood taking four points of a possible six and Olympic sitting on top of the table. 
Unfortunately, the chance to witness another famous Victoria Park lock-out will have to wait. 


: 


Which Thomson? 


While many are sorry to see Eddie Thomson head for the land of the yen there 
are some who are scratching their heads as to why the Sanfrecce board actually 
want ET, and while there is no doubt Thommo has a very good record against the 
Japanese, it may be possible the Hiroshimans have got him confused with another 
‘legendary’ Thommo. Make up your own mind... 


Jeff Thomson - Showed great promise as a schoolboy soccer player before switching to 
cricket and concentrating on breaking English heads. Unable to coach Queensland to a 
Sheffield Shield, but he wasn't Robinson Crusoe there... May have stretched Sanfecce's 
budget by insisting on new balls all the time. 


‘Froggy’ Thomson - Another legendary Aussie speedster who frightened the oppostion into 
submission more than once. His unorthodox action could be just the thing to put opponents 
oif their game. 


Jimmy Thomson - Originally from East Scotland and was offered terms with Hearts before 
migrating to the coalmines of Northern NSW. Three of his four sons also played for NSW, 
and was considered a leading contender for the Sanfrecce job before the Japs discovered 
he was no longer a ‘living’ legend. 


John Thomson - Another Scot who acheived fegendary status as a goalkeeper. Won the 
Scottish Cup twice with Celtic but ruled out of the Hiroshima job after dying during a Celtic 
Rangers match in 1931. 


Jack Thompson - A surprise contender given some of his past references to 'Bloody Japs'. 
Of course, he was only reading the script, and the Japanese are forgiving people. 

A marvellous performance as coach in ‘The Ciub' may have got him on the final short fist. 
Coincidentally, the Bank of Melbourne's share price dropped thrity cents on the day of ET's 
announcement. 


Phil Thompson - The ex Liverpool legend who did his reputation irreparable damage by 
getting involved with the England coaching staff just as the team was going through one of 
its darkest periods. Genuinely nice guy though, and would fit in nicely with the polite 
environment which surrounds Japanese soccer. Was probably ruled out once it was 
discovered he was English. 


Peter Thomson - Five times British Open winner who, nah, sorry, just kidding. 


Emma Thompson - Multi-award winning actress who could inject some much needed fife 
into those boring pre-match addresses. 


Len Thompson - Former Browntow Medallist and Copeland Trophy winner at Collingwood 
who has earned pocket-money as a special comments man for 3LO's Tobin Brothers 
{copyright Rex Hunt). At two metres tall it was unlikely the Hiroshima players would 
appreciate being spoken down to... 


Lindsay Thompson - (We're getting desperate here..) Former Victorian Premier and 
Education minister who had a reputation for getting his message across with a minimum of 
fuss. His age probably counted against him. 


The Thompson Twins - Okay, it’s time to stop now... 


Get the book out! 


YELLOW CARD to the South Melbourne administration. In the August edition of ‘The Blue 
Print’ (the official newstetter of the SMSC) the club advised members that the Annual General 
Meeting would be held at the BUS on October 6. Naturally, plenty of members tumed up, then 
were promptly turned away. Apparently it was a misprint. Nothing like keeping the members 
informed... 


Another YELLOW CARD to South Melbourne, this time for increasing the admission price to 


. Ericsson Cup by $2 this season. It was bad enough having to pay $10 to watch some pretty 


average stuff last year but to think they're now charging $12 to watch a team that doesn't even 
have a reat go! No doubt the club will wonder why their attendances start dropping. Actually, 
they may not be the only guilty club on this one. Stay tuned.... 


And while we're on the subject of South Melbourne they can have a third YELLOW CARD for 


a 
ee 


their change of policy regarding their match pragramme. This season they are charging $4 (an 


increase of $1) which would be fair enough if there was something in it to read, but with over 
70% of it full of ads it’s a bit rich asking the fans to actually PAY for it! Come on! Can we at 
least have a message from the coach, president, captain, gate attendant, boot studder, well, 
anybody really. Jee-zuz! Hasn't anybody got anything to say? We can feel a hatchet job 
coming on in ‘Programme Review’... Okay, that should keep placate all those readers who 
reckon we go easy on South Melbourne (eh, Lance). 


YELLOW CARD to Marconi, whe haven't changed their club logo after all! Otherwise the 
tracksuits that the players wore during the Johnnie Walker Cup semi-final wouldn't have 
featured the old tricolour boomerang. Nor would the tracksuit that Manfred Schaffer has been 
wearing in the opening rounds of the Ericsson Cup. Yes, the same tracksuit that featured 
prominently when the SBS cameras zoomed in on Manfred while he was sitting on the bench. 
Ah, what the heck, only ethnics watch SBS anyway. Don't they? We won't go on about the 
logo that sits upon the lush carpet at the entrance to Club Marconi itself. But just what does 
SocAus dish out to clubs that openly disregard the new rules? A season ticket to Collingwood 
Warriors perhaps? 


YELLOW CARD to Ericsson Australia. Following David Hill's efforts te encourage the 
marketing of Aussie club's shirts to the general public it seems that new best frineds Ericsson 
have scored an own goal in extra time. Opposite Mr Hill's opening message in the 1996/97 
Media Guide is a full page ad for Ericsson claiming "We're behind Australian soccer all the 


way". Not enough, it seems for the nippers (holding up a vaguely familiar trophy) to be wearing 


Aussie kits. No, it's AC Milan and the Swedish national strip that gets put on show. Sure, 
Marconi's new shirt was still on the drawing board but there must have been some spare 
Socceroe strips lying around somewhere. 


YELLOW CARD to certain Ericsson Cup clubs who continue to bring in dodgy European 
imports. Is the Ericsson Cup really lacking depth in the local talent department? Maybe not, if 
you are Frank Farina or Mike Lyons, who are happy to recruit from local areas. While Perth 
Glor’s effort to snare a genuine international star like Chris Waddle should be applauded, 
does the local game need fourth-rate recruits from the ower divsions of Croatian, Bulgarian 
and German leagues? It seems the rules that apply to Aussies wanting to play in overseas 
leagues (Zeljko Kalac knows most of 'em!) have no place within our own administration. 


YELLOW CARD to Sean Babic seeing as he escaped a similar penalty for that horrendous 
tackle from behind on Goran Lozanovski during the Marconi/Collingwood match in Round 2. 


And to think referee Derek Crawford didn't even award a free kick! You better have a yellow as 


well, Derek. 


Many Victorian fans groaned when Collingwood was given the go-ahead to 
field a team in the Ericsson Cup. But one of SocAus' biggest gambles may pay 
the biggest dividend. 


The honeymoon continues 


As if winning the national cup at their first attempt wasn't enough, Collingwood Warriors 
celebrated the debut of soccer at Victoria Park with a storming 3-0 victory over the reigning 
champions. Just as Melbourne Aussie Rules fans have trouble coming to grips with the 
credentials of the Sydney Swans, Melbourne's soccer fraternity now must come to grips with 
the credentials of Collingwood, an overnight sensation in every sense of the phrase. 

When the marriage of Collingwood Football Club and Heidelberg/Melbourne Warriors 
Soccer Club was announced the cynics queued up to query the level of involvement from 
the AFL's most popular club, and comments made by CFC directors only fuelled the 
suspicions, but when Zoran Matic took on the coaching job the penny should have dropped. 

CFC are serious. If they weren't quite convinced before the opening match against the 
Knights then they were certainly converted when Kimon Taliadoros scored the Warriors' 
third goal to seal victory. The VIP/quests area literaly rose as one, arms raised, is if to 
signal to each other that this was a project which could be enormously enjoyable - and 
profitable - for Collingwood. 


Oh, and for soccer too. The gates were thrown open when it became apparent that all 
the latecomers had no hope of getting in before kick-off (which had been delayed 25 
minutes) and the paying crowd of 12,564 were joined by a few thousand more. Rob Petrie's 
eyes must've been bulging. Yep, the club 'blew' maybe $15-20,000 simply by not having 
enough tumstiles open. Unreal, isn't it. One of the most professional clubs in the country 
gets caught out simply by not doing their homework. The writing was on the wall when one 
of the attendants revealed he didn’t know there was a youth league game as a curtain- 
raiser. Peter Desira (Melbourne HeraldSun) suggested 12,000 would attend. Most we 
spoke to figured they'd be 4,000 ex-Bergers fans, a few thousand Knights fans, plus the 
curious. It appears maybe 7,000 were curious. 


Most of ‘em saw Lou Richards and Peter Daicos kick off procedings but that was about 
the extent of the pre-match entertainment (youth match notwithstanding). The club had held 
a press conference on the Friday yet SocAus only notified the media five hours before which 
made attending it impossible, so i'm not sure if anything special was planned, but with the 
twenty-five minute delay the crowd could have used something, anything really, and it's 
hoped they'll look at various options in the coming fortnight. Hopefully they'll resist the 
tempiation to employ barely-pubescent schoolgirls in shorts doing little more than aerobics 
against a backdrop of dreadful pop songs. Oh, and with any tuck they'll find a different 
version of the national anthem as well, it was a real stinker. 

In fact the fans in general were treated to a series of organizational hiccups including 
problems obtaining entrance to the social club, inadequate scoreboard, no matchday 
programme, a novice ground announcer (the pronunciation of some of the Knights players 
was embarrassing) and general confusion as to where exactly you could and couldn't go. 

If the Warriors want a quiet tip, a great PR move would be to hand out FREE an A4 size 
page with both squads listed on one side and a map of the ground on the other. Just the 
basics, location of toilets, food sites, the names of the stands, restricted access areas and 
soon. Ironically, one of the advantages on opening day was that the majority didn't know 
where to go, therefore the various supporters groups were scattered throughout the venue 
rather than the normal ‘your end, our end’ syndrome. It created a really mixed environment, 
with virtually no finger pointing (except from John Markovski, naturally) and only one flare. 
Incidentally, two gentlemen were escorted from the stadium within minutes of the red smoke 
appearing in the Rush stand. 


The game itself had just about everything SocAus could have hoped for. The eleventh 
hour ‘defection’ of a key player (Juric), an early goal from the local hero (Boutsianis), a 
couple from the captain (Taliadoros), a red card for the visitors (Zoran Markovski), the 
obligatory vilfain or two (John Markovski) and of course a first up win for the home team. 

When referee Gerry Connolly signalled half time with Collingwood leading 1-0 a furious 
Andrew Marth thumped the ball away with his fist and it was obvious the Knights were going 
to throw everything at the Warrios in the second half. They did. They camped in 
Collingwcod's half for a full ten minutes, yet Juric and co held firm until a rasping 25 metre 
drive found the net only to be ruled offside, John Markovski and Mark Silic were both 


booked for dissent, but Zoran Markovski was the big loser ‘cos he'd already been booked in saipeg a 
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the first half. His dismissal caused confusion as to why he'd been sent off and referees 
must be made to actually hold the cards up so the public knows what's going on. 


Allin all, it was just the sort of match you'd like to see if you were attending your first 
match. For those who were, you can be sure they'll be back someday. Especially the bloke 
who pointed out Frank Juric to his mate and said, “You wouldn't mind that big bloke at 
centre-half-forward, would ya?" 


VICTORIA PARK TRAVELLERS TIPS 

1. Don't drive too close to the ground. You'll either get slugged six bucks or drive around in 
circles trying to avoid parking restrictions. Your best shot may be the train with Victoria Park 
station only seven minutes or so from Flinders St. If you can't see the goals from the station 
it's time you got a guide dog. If you must drive, try parking south of Johnston St. 

2. Get there early. Very early, in fact, and try out the bistro which serves excellent food at 
reasonable prices. $10-12 gets you a main course and the bar serves virtually everything. 
3. Leave enough time after the meal to browse around the bistro, which is adorned with a 
photgraphic history of CFC, and with the Magpies most successful days dating back to the 
1920's the place has a real sense of history about it. 


Aweek IS a long time in football... 

With a trophy in the cabinet and third place on the Ericsson Cup table you'd reckon life 
couldn't get any better. Spot on. With the departure of Eddie Thomson comes the search 
for a successor, and of the Australian-based candidates there is no doubt that Zoran Matic 
is the best credentialled. Should Matic get the nod, it would be an enormous Kick in the guts 
for Collingwood, and the players that followed him there. 


The introduction of Collingwood into the A-League this season and Carlton in 1997 has 
totally re-arranged the landscape of soccer in Melbourne. South Melbourne and the 
Melbourne Knights can no longer smugly sit back content in their status as Victoria's biggest 
clubs. It seems unlikely that SocAus is prepared to allow five A-League clubs to be based in 
Victoria, even if the competition is expanded to 16 teams. It raises the interesting question 
of who will depart the A-League. This season will perhaps supply vital clues because the 
Knights and the Lakers will play their home games on the same weekend, protecting the 
Warriors from losing support to their Melbourne rivals. It will be interesting to compare the 
average attendances at Somers St and Lakeside Stadium at the end of the season. 

Bearing in mind that the Knights drew an average home attendance of 4,383 in a 
championship winning season while the Lakers, despite missing the finals, averaged 6,179 it 
should leave the men from Somers St very concerned. 


Francis Awaritefe - Come on down! 

After being dragged during the Johnnie Walker Cup, Francis Awaritefe not only didn't 
take a tracksuit top from coach Manfred Schaefer but didn't take any part in the official 
presentation either. The following week he was left to rot on the bench for the entire ninety 
minutes despite Marconi leading (comfortably) 3-1 at one point. Could it be that he's just 
about had enough? Is this the beginning fo the end of the relationship? Give Collingwood a 
call Francis, you'd be the icing on their cake. 


It was the day before Eddie Thomson's last international, 
but the national team was barely mentioned as the focus 
switched to the domestic competition. 


Ericsson Cup Launch 1996 


The invitation said 11:30 but it was 12:26 before the lights were dimmed and the music 
began. We've become accustomed to dadgy theme songs over the past few years 
{although last year's ‘Things can only get better’ was somehow appropriate) so it was no 
surprise when we were hit with 'Ooh, Aah, Just a little bit, Ooh, Aah, a little bit more’. We 
still await the day when someone with a bit of initiative forwards a REAL soccer theme song 
to SocAus. 'Til then | suppose we'll continue to suffer through irrelevant pop meanderings. 
The accompanying footage was a bit of a mixed bag, with excellent emotional outpourings 


- from a number of coaches combined with pitch invasions and shirt removing after scoring 


(both frowned upon by the game administrators). 


David Hill started by announcing that last season the national league enjoyed “.. the 
strongest, biggest, best season ever... probably stronger than it's ever been", while crowds 
were up 20% and the league itself broke even financially. He defended the SocAus stance 
on logos by stating "Logos are an important positive statement about what we are striving to 
achieve”, and pointed to the unveiling of the Sydney 2000 logo (coincidentally, at the same 
venue) as an example of the importance of sending the right signals to the public. 

Daryl Chambers (Ericsson) told the gathering his company was "extremely happy with 
the development of soccer" although he tended to overuse the word ‘fantastic’ which made 
us a bit unsure as to which areas of the game he thought were really, um, fantastic. 

One interesting point was the announcement of Ericsson Cup media awards this season for 
both print and electronic media. Somone joked that unless things improve they may have to 
cancel it... 


After the guests had munched their way through the ‘Shredded king prawn & soy chicken 
salad with tamarind dressing’, it was time for the main event, the exclusive preview of the 
latest ‘Fashions on the Field' featuring a player from each of the fourteen clubs decked out 
in brand spanking new home strips, coupled with a selection of very tasty models in the 
away strips. Nicely done, and the photographers had a field day, although how many home 
strips were photographed remains open to debate. Sadly, there was no mention of where 
we'll be able to buy these new strips, although I'm sure we'll be able to purchase 'em at club 
grounds (won't we?). When ‘SU’ asked Gaffney international about their marketing plans, a 
spokesman revealed it was unlikely we would see the shirts in the major retail outlets before 
Christmas, with major department stores doing their purchasing five or six months ahead at 
atime. Jn other words, if you want a shirt, ring the club. 

Not much different to last season, really... 


So, what did the media make of it all? As expected, Channel Seven ignored it 
completely, while the others at least mentioned it and some even managed to include a few 
snippets of actual footage. The ABC did best with a brief mention of the history of the 
league, while Ten (in Melbourne, anyway) focussed on Collingwood's entry to the top level. 
Not what you would call a raging success, but the sponsors seemed to enjoy themselves 
and the media took advantage of the opportunity to talk to the players (unlike last year), so 
the basic purpose of the function was served. 

Personally, we still look forward to the day when the public is invited to an ‘alternative’ 
season launch, held somewhere like Melbourne's City Square or Sydney's Martin Place, 
where the fans can go and have their photograph taken with the players, and the 
administrators can do a bit of street-level market research at the same time. 


femmes tte 


Sports Australia viewers got more than they expected when they tuned in to the 
' Ericsson Cup's opening match.... 


What a way to start! 


Could SocAus have believed their luck? Yep, luck, and the administrators should not be 
spared criticism of their scheduling just because the Breakers did what even John Kosmina 
thought wasn't possible. Only the real diehards would have been looking forward to the 
Newcastle/West Adelaide match, especially after a sub-standard Johnnie Walker Cup which 
clashed with state based competitions. 

In future, it is imperative that SocAus put a little more thought into which matches they are 

SocAus should have been looking to open the season with a bang. What the season's #228 Q Bi» 
opening match needed was a clash of two clubs who were going to play a major part in vane ¥ 
procedings next May. After all, in any league, whether it be soccer, basketball, or bog- 
snorkelling there are usually ten or twelve showcase matches which Joe Public may be 
aware of. With all due respect to Newcastle and West Adelaide it is unlikely that either club 
will have to play more than 26 matches this season, and with Jim Tsekenis trialling at 
Crystal Palace and Cyrille Ndongo-Keller unable to take the field, Viewers were denied the 
chance to see two genuine talents. Any Optus subscribers that may have been interested 
enough to tune in for the opening match should have been offered the opportunity to 
witness a match between two quality teams, with at least some players whose names they 
would have heard before, played in a stadium worthy of the season's opener. 

Due to SocAus relaxing its stance on floodlights, neither of the league's new boys were 
capable of staging such a match, and one wonders whether Marconi or South Meibourne 
should have been given the opportunity to host the event. Unfortunately, both clubs were 
drawn to play away in the first round. If you had to pick one of seven first round match-ups, 
Adelaide City at home to Brisbane threw up some fascinating possibilities, given the 
remarkable scorelines produced last season. Chuck in the fact it was Frank Farina’s (and 
John Nyskohus') first game as coach, a liberal sprinkling of current and former 
internationals, not to mention a well presented stadium in a soccer-loving city and the basic 
ingredients were there for an intruiging ninety minutes. 


But back to Newcasile. Well, Delhi actually, ‘cos anyone who tuned in to Sports Australia 
at 9:00 were greeted with a round-up of the second day's play in the India/Oz test match 
(which certainly would have held their interest) until about 9:12 when the action switched to 
Breakers Stadium. To be honest, anyone who made it through to half-time deserved a 
medal. Both sides were impotent in attack and seemed happy enough to get to the break 
without going behind. In short, it was shocking, and it's hard to imagine any first time 
viewers coming back from the kitchen for the second half. Indeed, that's the best part about 
watching matches like that in your lounge room - you don't have to queue up for a stiff drink. 


But anyone who failed to return from the fridge missed the most incredible 45 minutes ! 
think I've ever seen. Jason Bennett scored four goals in about thirteen minutes to help turn 
a 0-1 deficit into a 6-1 win against a West Adelaide team which will have nightmares about 
the match at least until the return fixture at Hindmarsh on February 2. After the match, 
Bennett himself admitted he was in shock, unable to explain what had just happened. 
Jason, we know where you're coming from.... 


As | said earlier, SocAus were lucky. Not so the thousands of armchair viewers who 
probably reached for the remote control well before the goals came. 


The battle: Soccer Vs ‘Footy’ 


by the Lakeside Spy 


Can the various football codes really exist together in harmony ?. From our perspective - 
the real football (after all we aren’t a code or derivative of football, we are football) - we 
welcome moves by AFL clubs fielding Ericsson Cup teams. The AFL however would never 
be content playing second fiddle. in the complicated web of Australian sport there can only 
be one ‘Top Dog’. Don’t believe all the talk about the AFL being at an all time high. The 
reality is that the AFL is in great trouble at the grassroots level. The kids of Australia who 
are supposedly going to be the future players, supporters and administrators of the AFL are 
turning their backs in droves, and turning their attention to soccer and basketball. 

The Australian Football League have always run a very smooth campaign, promoting to 
its supporters that it is the “greatest game in the world”, same going as far as saying that 
per capita it is the most popular sport in the world! The frightening part is that some AFL 
supporters actually believe this, and for the AFL that suits them just fine. Not in their wildest 
dreams did the AFL think that their clubs were going to get into bed with the ‘other’ code. 
The Collingwood Warriors and Cartton FC involvements started to open peoples eyes. 

The public opposition by the AFL commission resulted in plenty of publicity and debate. 
Although we wouldn't go as far as saying that it received blanket coverage, it did dominate 
the airwaves and newspapers at its peak. We had front page stories in Melbourne and 
Australia’s most circulated daily - The Herald-Sun - on footy clubs flelding teams in OUR 
national league, Metbourne radio talk back was set alight, commercial television stations 
started their news bulletins with headlines such as “AFL SOCCER”. Non soccer peopie 
started to make comments and ask questions: “Wow - js there a national soccer league??", 
“Who plays in it 2”, “It looks like soccer is gonna take off like basketball.” 


The level of publicity prompted the (former) chief executive officer of the Australian 
Football League - Mr Ross Oakley on 3AW Melbourne radio, to make these comments: 

“The proposition that soccer is a summer sport and Australian football is a winter 
sport is nonsense. it’s only a summer sport at the national level. At the junior level - 
at all the junior levels - schools and So forth, its played in winter against Australian 
football. And that is where we win the hearts and minds of the kids who we need to 
keep Australian football very strong, and some of those kids now are choosing fo 
play soccer, and ! don’t think Australian football clubs should be promoting that any 
further.” 

When questioned on soccer being a threat to Australian Rules Football, Mr Oakley 
replied: 

_ “There is absolutely no doubt, even Mr Hill said in his view and its disputable, but 
in his view there are more kids playing soccer at school level today that there are 
playing Australian football. Now if that’s not a threat, then | am not quite sure what a 
threat is.” 


Australian rules football has known for a number of years about the increasing popularity 
of its rival sports but carefully put a lid on its concern about them - at least publicly. Rass 
Oakley has explained that “we must manage the threat”. The sheer number of kids that play 
soccer is the primary worry of the AFL, they know that they cannot compete with the 
international glamour that we have. it burns them up knowing that an AFL footballer can 
never represent his country, which is the highest honour a sportsman/woman can receive. 
(It amuses me when the AFL announce their ‘All Australian Team’ - Who do they play?) 


Amendments to Rule 40 titled “Total Commitment to AFL competition” have clearly 
outlined that there is to be no direct or imptied association with other rival sporting codes. An 
AFL special four page advertising report featured in the Herald-Sun recently. It amazingly 
talks directly on its stance on the AFL/Soccer issue. An interesting point in the paper that 
Ross Oakley makes is - “A major and continuing strategic problem for soccer is its inability : 
to break free of the ethnic identities of their teams. A direct association with an AFL club 
would give soccer a strategic advantage", and yep, he is right. 


Although soccer can gloat about the amount of junior registered players, we cannot 
afford to become complacent. Wayne Jackson the new CEO of the AFL has made it clear a 
priority for the league is junior development. They recognize that in the years leading up to 
Sydney 2000 there will be enormous pressure on the young athletes of Australia to get 
involved in Olympic sports, particularly with the level of funding coming out of federal! 
govenment. It is safe to say that the AFL are extremely concemed, and they are not going 
to sit back. The AFL is mounting a serious fight with plenty of money to boot. They have 
spent an extroadinary amount of money for grassroots junior development alone: 1991 - 
$2.2m, 1992 - $3.1m 1993 - $3.5m, 1994 - $3.9m, 1995 - $4.4m and 1996- $5.1m.(!!!). 


This leads me to the point about junior development officers, from my understanding 
each A-League club must have at least one junior development officer. Paul Wade makes 
some interesting observations in his biography, stating that most of the clubs do the bare 
minimum. The Bradley report also comprehensively covers the area of junior development/ 
promotion, and what steps to take. During all my years at primary/secondary school not 
once can | reca!l a soccer representative or soccer club visiting my school. But during that 
time we had AFL players, basketball players and even gridiron players, giving passes to 
games, stickers, posters..you name it. In fairness | know that A-League clubs have made 
some sort of effort, but it is no where near enough. We have to be more aggressive. 

Whilst it seems that we are content to plod along, the AFL goes all out in spreading its 
gospel. Unfortunately in Australian soccer, the Aboriginal potential market has not fully been 
exploited. Aboriginals are extremely gifted athletes with superb natural ability and balance. 
The AFL send their star players and coaches to the Northern Territory to conduct clinics and 
give away thousands of footballs to the Aboriginal communities. The coaches scout for 
future stars. They learn about far away clubs such as West Coast, Essendon etc. What has 
soccer done? Zilch. 

Throughout Australia’s soccer history there have been only three Aboriginal star players 
that | am aware of - Charlie Perkins, Jchn Moriarty (cousin of Charlie Perkins) and the first 
Aborigine to represent Australia - Harry Williams. Whilst Aboriginals have flourished in 
Rugby League, AFL and other sports such as boxing and running, soccer has not pushed to 
capture the interest of this talent. Why are we always a step behind ? 

Who knows, maybe these issues are being tackled in Soccer Australia’s 5 year plan...if 
one actually exists. We fans certainly have not seen it. 


P.S Can anyone out there explain to me why Soccer Australia have chosen to fixture the 
fast half of the Ericsson Cup season as reverse fixtures 7? 


Welcome back to ‘On the Ball’ - we think! 

With the budget cuts missing nobody at SBS, we assumed ‘On the Ball’ would be 
missing a few things this season but we hardly expected the butchers to strip Kyle and 
Johnny of their ties and desk! But seriously, the hard-hitting, provocative program is now in 
danger of slipping into a variation on the Ericsson Cup Monday night programme, with a bit 
of a news update and the odd guest. Is there really a need for extended highlights from the 
previous night's match? 
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News from the Capital 
From Nick Guoth 


The local scene is finally starting to quieten down here in Canberra as the Grand Finals 
have been played and the Presentation night has passed. The main focus is now on the 
Cosmas and the two local National Youth League teams. Fortunately, there are still a few 
other events coming that will keep us busy. 


The ACTSF Presentation night was held on Friday, Sep 27. The individual awards were: 
ACTSF Youth Player of the Year: Sam Pahl 
ACTSF Academy of Sport Player of the Year: Lindsay Wilson 
Chief Ministers Representative Player of the Year: Tony Giannasca 
ACTSF Golden Boot: Tony Lemezina (25 goals) 
ACTSF Player of the Year: Ilija Prezenoski 
Referee of the Year: Ben Williams 


On the preceding weekend the ACT Masters tournament was held with twelve teams 
participating including St Christopher's Bulls from Sydney and Cooma. The event was won 
by Kambah Colts with a team that included the likes of Steve Bryant, Mike Lyons, Baz 
Giampatlo and a few other ring-ins. Next year, the Australian Masters Games will be held in 
Canberra in late October. There will be a rather targe contingent of teams from alt over the 
country. 


The Ausiralian University Games were held over the week of Mon Sep 30 to Fri Oct 4. 
Sixteen teams participated in both the mens and womens tournaments. There were a total 
of 96 games. Unfortunately, owing to weather and a few other things, Monday was lost to 
the event and a lot of re-organizing had to take place. This was done quite successfully, 
and the event continued well. The finals were between Univ. of Queensland and Univ. of 
Newcastle for the men, and Charles Sturt University - Mitchell against Australian National 
University for the women. Uni Newcastle won the mens in extra time 2-1 (we were using 
the golden goal), while CSU-M took out the womens after a penalty shootout. 

The event was a lot of fun with numerous highlights including one of the Latrobe Uni 
teams providing a cheer squad with dancers and music for one match. The standard of play 
was reasonable, but not too high. Also, whilst the men were out to play and not take it 
seriously, the women were highly competitive all the way through. Next year is in Bendigo. 


Last weekend the Canberra Cosmos opened their second season in the A-League. It 
was not a good game, with a number of problems highlighted. The worst of these was the 
problem of communication in the back line, Of course the first game was not without 
controversy with a few decisions by the officials being disputed. The crowd was 3500, and it 
is hoped this figure may rise during the year. 

The team that hit the park for the first game only included one player (David Milin} who 
didn't play last year, and he came on from the bench. There are a few other players to 
come back into the team, and given that they too didn't play at all last season, their inclusion 
could provide the results needed. These include Danny Milosevic and Michael Garcia who 
are touring with the Aussie Under 20s. Also included are Lindsay Wilson who is currently 
injured as well as one or two others. 

One interesting aside is the change of the type of Match Programme that the Cosmos 
are using. Having changed camps to the Duntroon stable of Bruce Campbell, the 
programme has gone from a magazine to a paper. The first issue was quite informative, 
and quite a good read. 


On the sidelines, the team has now obtained some more money through the Canberra 
Deakin club and through a sponsorship from Unisys. This should help a little with the paying 
(too much) for the use of Bruce Stadium, but with no other ground available in Canberra it 
will have to suffice. Canberra needs a second stadium. Unfortunately, there is na money, 
nor would the Greens let this occur. 


Looking at the organization of the Cosmos, the team that is running the club now as 
compared to this time last season is streets better. Chairman Paul Murphy is a very good 
businessman and his dealings to obtain key sponsorship deals so far are examples of what 
he can do. Choosing Alan Reis to take over the reins as Chief Executive of the club has 
also shown dividends. The club is basically becoming more professional, and through this a 
better outlook for the Cosmos is highly possible. 


Finally, things to come in Canberra. The Australia v Tahiti game is coming up on 
November 1. The Cosmos have moved their Round 19 game against Newcastle up to this 
date as a lead up game. Both teams wilt be playing two matches that weekend. The 
Cosmos travel to Perth the following day, while Newcastle travel to Wollongong. This is an 
excellent bit of work from the Cosmos management. There will also be a womens game 
between the ACT and NSW Academy teams prior to the Cosmos game. 

The Australian womens team will be in camp on the odd occasion with what looks like a 
possible tour in January/February of the US Womens team. According to ABSW, there may 
even be an international played here in Canberra some time in January. 


Time for a bit of a history lesson.... 


Every now and then SU receives little items of interest to pass on through these pages 
and Damian Smith (see Bulletin Board) is the tatest to hand over such an itern. It is an 
article from the (Melbourne) Sporting Globe with the headline ‘Big League In Soccer’, which 
didn't really interest us until we looked at the date - February 20, 1965. Yep, 1965}! 

The story, by Stan Stacey, as as follows. 


The Australian Soccer Federation has given the go-ahead signal for a National 
Soccer League. Clubs will be invited from Victoria, NSW, Sth Aust, and Queensiand to 
start the 10-team league next year. Victoria and NSW will have four teams each, the 
ofher states one team each. Likely teams are: Victoria - SM Hellas, George Cross, 
Hakoah, Triestina. NSW - Apia, Pan Hellenic, Prague, Sth Coast Utd. SA - Juventus or 
Hellenic. Qld - Azzuri or Hellenic. ‘ 

A special ASF executive meeting in Sydney last weekend approved plans for the 
league made 18 months ago. A full Federation meeting to ratify or reject the National 
League will be held in April. State Leaque clubs in Melbourne are awaiting copies of a 
20 page document outlining the working plans of fhe League. Several prominent State 
League officials were in Sydney last weekend. Many clubs will be taken by surprise at 
the swiftness of introducing the National League. 

The new league will come under the direct contro! of the ASF. If invited teams are 
stopped from joining by their local Federations, the ASF have the power to overrule local 
objections. Victoria's own plans to reduce the 12-team State league to fen could 
coincide with the new move. Officials of the VSF council will discuss the scheme at their 
next meeting. 


So, there you have it folks. If anyone out there can supply are more pieces of the jigsaw 
we'd be VERY interested to hear from them. 
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Eddie Thomson finished his tenure as national coach with an 
appropriate result - a 0-0 draw. 


Some good reasons for optimism 


Friendly matches, regardless of the opposition, can never be an adequate substitute for 
the intensity of World Cup matches. Could any encounter have prepared the Socceroos for 
their epic clashes with Argentina in 1993? If you can’t give your players real World Cup 
experience then the next best thing is to organise matches against countries with relevant 
styles and climates you might encounter during World Cup qualification. If that is the case 
then the friendly in Saudi Arabia could quite possibly be one of the most significant matches 
the Socceroos play this year. 

The experience of being forced to adapt to the stifling heat and opponents who play a 
different style will stand us in good stead if we have to fly to that part of the globe in late 
1997 in order to qualify for the France. Oil rich gulf states such as Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates have, with the help of an army of Brazilian coaches, produced a 
style of soccer that closest resembles that of Brazil. Adapting to their climate, the Saudis 
play a patient style of soccer with an emphasis on the ability to retain possession rather than 
the more physical style (with an emphasis on hard running) favoured by European 
influenced countries. 

The inexperienced Socceroo line-up had to ensure they retained possession. Losing the 
ball carelessly to the Saudis normally means spending five minutes trying to get it back and 
then being too tired to do anything with it. The extraordinary discipline shown by the 
Socceroos in retaining possession, slowing the pace of the game rather than naively 
committing large numbers to attack played a key role in frustrating the locals. Thomson's 
hand was forced to a great extent by the enforced(?} absence of many first choice players 
including Viduka, Slater and Aurelio Vidmar, suggesting we were unlikely to trouble the 
Saudis too much. As in Glasgow, Veart was forced to play a thankless task up front where 
he and Agostino were asked to run themselves into the ground with liifle support. As is the 
fad in world soccer today, the Sacceraos played with a three man defence with Paut Okon 
sweeping behind man-markers Tony Popovich and Craig Moore. All three played extremely 
well and were the true heroes of Australia's performance. The important wing-back 
positions were filled by Kevin Muscat and Harry Kewell on the right and left respectively who 
contributed greatly to Australia's dominance in the first half-hour. Kewell in particular was a 
revelation in attack but occasionally showed his inexperience by neglecting his defensive 
duties on two occasions which put Australia under pressure. In such strength-sapping 
conditions, the greatest burden was placed on the midfield trio of Alistair Edwards, Steve 
Corica and George Kulscar. 


Even at kick-off time the temperature was a stifling 30 degrees that to the British based 
players must have seemed like a cauldron. Steve Corica was very lively early on, winning 
two free-kicks and unsettling the Saudis with his ability to take players on. Despite his 
blunder against the Swedes in Brisbane, Zeljko Kalac was stiil brave/foolish enough to try 
and play the ball out of defence. The Saudis were clearly unsettled by the Socceroo 
pressure and struggled to gain any possession at alt in the opening minutes. After eight 
minutes, a deep Edwards cross found Muscat bursting into the penalty area but rather than 
shooting he tried to lay the ball back to Veart where the Saudi defenders intercepted. 

Paul Okon was relishing the responsibility of the captaincy by constantly springing 
forward from defence to launch several impressive moves. Harry Kewell was also relishing 
his role and was often camped in the opposition haif playing almost as a winger. His dribble 
into the penalty area played Edwards through but the resulting cross was easily cleared. 
Our best move of the match consisted of a dozen passes across the entire width of the pitch 
that eventually created an opening for Agostino to whip in a dangerous cross that Veart 
could only head over. 


The inability of the Saudis to deal with the Socceroos at set pieces was demonstrated when 
an Edwards comer was dummied by Veart and Popovic, storming in at the back, slid in and hit 
the post. A lovely one-two on the edge of the Socceroo box was the closest the visitors came 
to any real danger. Normal service was resumed when Kewell whipped in a low cross that 
evaded Veart and was pushed out for a corner. From the resulting Edwards corner, the 
defence failed to clear the ball and as it dropped, Veart swivelled and shot instantly but the 
Saudi keeper had read his intentions and charged out to smother the shot. Quizzical looks 
were beginning to be exchanged by the Saudi royals who had obviously been told to expect a 
goal feast at Australia's expense, Okan showed his initiative by taking a short free-kick across 
goal to create space but shot wildly over the bar. 

This was the beginning of the end of the 'roos as an attacking force. A wonderful cross-field 
pass across Kewell had the Aussie defence back-peddling but the danger was snuffed out. 
Minutes before the end Amin tashed a wonderful shot past Kalac but onto the post as the 
Aussies were visibly wilting in the conditions and praying for some half-time respite. 


The difficulty Australia had in sustaining their first half performance was evident in the 
opening minutes of the second half. The Socceroos began losing possession more regularly 
and only a last ditch Okon tackle saved the day. Despite the almost incessant Saudi pressure, 
clear cut chances were few and the saves Kalac had to make were standard ones. In one 
delightful move a Saudi attacker sprang forward and played a chip over the defence that was 
struck beautifully but whizzed past the post. The substitution of Edwards with Lucas Neill had 
litte impact initially with a Saudi attacker getting the better of Moore and accelarating past 
Okon but shooting wide of the post. Kalac was called into action seconds [ater to acrobatically 
collect a Saudi cross. Carl Veart showed his frustration at the Saudi dominance by lashing out 
and receiving a yellow card. With twenty minutes remaining the tired Agostino made way for 
Lorenz Kindtner and Mark Schwarzer donned the goalkeeping gloves to replace Kalac. 
Australia had the last chance of the game when Lucas Neill burst into the penalty area. His 
cross was missed by the keeper and Carl Veart, who as a last resort tried to fist the ball in the 
net a fa Maradona. If he had scored would it have been credited to the hand of Allah? 


The result may have been rubbished in the press but it was a far better achievement than 
the wins over a weakened Ghana and Kenya. The Saudis fielded several members of their 
impressive USA ‘94 squad while the Socceroos fielded a side of international novices by 
comparison. Coincidentally, victory in our next international assignment against Tahiti will book 
a return ticket to Saudi Arabia for the Intercontinental Cup in 1997. 


Team: Kalac (Schwarzer), Muscat, Okon, Popovic, Moore, Kewell, Kulscar, 
Edwards (Neill), Agostino (Kindtner}, Corica, Veart 


Australia - International Results / Rankings 1996 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun = Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


54 52 49 50 59 61 52 

37.46 38.25 38.35 37.92 35.76 35.70 37.91 

Feb 10 (Wollongong) friend. Japan 1-4 Awaritefe 87 

Feb 14(Melbourne) friend. Japan 3-0 Mori 15, Spiteri 70, Bingley 74 
Feb 24(Brisbane} _ friend. Sweden 0-2 

Feb 28 (Sydney) friend. Sweden 0-0 

Mar 27(Glasgow) _ friend. Scotland 0-1 

Apr 24 (Antofagasta) friend. Chile 0-3 

Sep 14 (Durban) 47T Ghana 2-0 = Mori 44, Trimboti 69 

Sep 18 (Joh’burg) 4TT SouthAfrica 0-2 

Sep 24 (Pretoria) 41TT Kenya 4-0 Polak 32, Spink 37, Mort 63, Tobin 78pen 


Oct 9 (Riyadh) friend. Saudi Arabia 0-0 
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Programmes 
The 1996/7 Review 


The 1995/6 Programme Review 
was a good opportunity to 
look at the A-League issues for 
Ericsson.Cup games issued by 
the top club sides in the 
country. We also looked at a 
number of issues from outside 
the top league, internationat 
matches and games which 
brought back good memories 
of past encounters. 


In some instances, the reviews 
were not well received. In some 
cases there seemed to be a lack 
of understanding of what 
message they were trying to 
achieve. SU welcomes feedback 
and input, whether you are in 
agreement with us or not, from alt 
associated with football. Will the 
upcoming season see an 
improvement in matchday issues, 
particularly from the A-League 
clubs? 


aes* Oe os : 
WEBE All clubs, associations, editors, 


supporters and promoters are 
invited to send in their 
programmes for review over the 
coming months. As mentioned in 
last month, SU now reaches 
overseas readers, so to have 
your programme - reviewed 
provides your club with added 
exposure and helps to continue to 
promote the Australian game in 
distant lands. 


Now that readers {and editors) 
have had a chance to see what 
might be expected of their 
endeavours. SU has put together 
a standard set of criteria for 
‘judging’ all current season club 
issues in 1996/7. It is envisaged 
that there will be a category for 
A-League clubs. One for local 
{state) leaque clubs. Another for 
representative games such as 
internationals, interstate clashes 
etc. A specials category will also 
be looked at for one offs such as 
the recent Perth Glory v 
Sampdoria game in WA. 


Regular SU contributors will be 
invited to be the judges. They will 
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not though be allowed to judge 
their local team. (We've got to 
keep the stigma of coruption 
away from the front pages of the 
mainstream print media!) 


The Criteria are as follaws:- 


« Print Quality and Size 

e Use of Cotour in print and 
photos 

« Ratio of adverts to artictes, 
photos and statistics 

e General layout/presentation 

« Use of Photos, B & W and 
Colour 

e Innovative ideas, variety of 
articles and statistics 

e Quality of articles 

» Size of Programmes - A4 or 
AS, not number of pages 

e Squad line upsteam colours 

e Match details clearly shown 


Each category will be marked out 
of 10 points with the winner(s) 
being the programme(s) with the 
highest average marks. Simple 
isn't it? 


Now what about that prestigious 
inaugural Golden Programme 
award that we talked about at the 
beginning of the series? Well, the 
editor, assistant editor and myself 
are currently locked in mortal 
combat currently agreeing to 
disagree over a) which 
programme from those reviewed 
should receive the honour of 
being the first winner and b) do 
we bestow upon them a box of 
Cadbury's chocs or a Gold Plated 
Plaque fit for the finest 
boardroom? Tough decision! 
Budget is fight. We'll announce 
the winner in the November issue 
of SU, Promise! 


The SU office secretary tells me 
that the number of subscribers is 
growing all the time. That's great 
news. It means there are more 
supporters out there going to A- 
League games as well as being 
devoted SU readers. So as the 
season has just started, a gentle 
reminder for everyone to keep 
sending In your local club's 
programme for reviewing. Send 
them to:- 


Ewen Anderson 
PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills 


Queensland 4161 





Enough of this idle talk. Let's get 
on with some more reviews. 


First a real beauty! 


Australia v Iran 





Sunday August 74th, 1977 
Olympic Park Stadium, 
Melbourne 
(World Cup Qualifiers) 
20 Pages, (4.75 pp ads), 
Size 140mm x 185mm 


Before anybody asks, the 
description of the venue is that 
found on the front of the 
programme! No doubt the 
expectations after West Germany 
1974 were high. Including this 
game, there were only 7 more 
qualifiers to go before packing 
the ponchos for Argentina. The 
other opponents were South 
Korea, Kuwait and Hong Kong. 


Cover - Cleary states the match 
details. Colour is Green with a 
yellow streak. 2 - Ad. 3 - 
Message from Sir Arthur George. 
4 - Message from the VSF 
President + ad. 5/6 - Target 
Argentina article + ad. 
7/8/9/10/11 - Pen Pictures of the 
Australian squad. Clubs 
represented included Brisbane 
Lions, St George, Westem 
Suburbs, Eastern Suburbs 
Hakaoh and Fitzroy United. 
Jimmy Shoulder was the Coach. 
12/13 - Squads. The officiats 
were from Austria.14 - Australian 
team group photo. 15 - Photos of 
Iranian players leaving field after 
game with Rumania. 16/17 - 
Photo of action from tran v 
Rumania game. 18/19/20 - Ads. 


Apart from the two photos, there 
is no editorial or information on 
(ran. Nothing. What were their 
strengths or their recent World 
Cup form? Who were their star 
players? Maybe the ASF didn't 
know! There is nothing on 
Australia's future World Cup 
qualifiers, dates, venues - 
nothing. Maybe the ASF didn't 
know! 


A goad little souvenir but tacking 
in anything on the unknown 
(ranians. Internal pages printed 
on newsprint. 


Sunday February 29th 1976 
Newmarket Park, Auckland 
8 Pages (4.5pp ads}, 
Size 210mm x 299mm 


A simple programme but some 
good reading. Australia hadn't 
won in NZ for nearly 20 years, 
The NZ squad had won 17 of 37 
fixtures since coach Barrie 
Truman took up the reins in May 
1970. The Kiwis biggest concern 
was the lack of big match 
Practise. His opposite number 
was Brian Green and the 
Manager was Eric Worthington. 


Cover - Top half is red with black 
print. Match details and venue 
are clear but no KO time. Bottom 
half is an ad. 2 - Ad. 3 - 
Informative editorial on what 
spectators might expect etc. 4/5- 
Squad line ups surmounded by 
ads. 6 of the NZ squad were from 
Mt Wellington and 5 from 
Chreistchurch Utd. On the 
Socceroo side there were players 
from Pan Hellenic and Apia whilst 
others were listed as coming from 
Victoria’, ‘Victoria G.L.C.", and 'S, 
Australia’. The best performer in 
each side received a gift pack of 
Cossack Mens Toiletries! Nice! 6 
- Some very interesting newsy 
Snippets on Australia, Australia 
had reapplied to join the Oceania 
fold after a 4 year absence. After 
the 1974 World Cup finals 
appearance, crowds actually 
dropped at Sydney games. 
Australia’s fastest goal to that 
point was 63 seconds. Artie 
Waitker was the scorer for 
Wallsend against Kuri in 1928. 
Mr Mori took a round minute off 


that mark earlier this year! 7/8 - 
Ads, 


A simpte programme. Nothing 
special considering it was an 
international between the region's 
top two football nations. But the 
two pages of reading were fairly 
meaty and they saved the day. 
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New Zealand v Australia 





1996/7 Competition 
20 Pages (4 pp ads), 
Size 146mm x 210mm 


There are those that believe that 
the Sponsors are not gefting 
value for money. Some label it 
the Mickey Mouse Cup. This 
programme goes some way 
towards failing to treat the 
competition, the sponsors and the 
spectators with the respect each 
is entitled to. Firstly the 
programme was only provided to 
players, officials and the media at 
each game. (Sod the paying fans 
obviously!}, Why then bother to 
issue? Who knows? Is it so that 
the inflated egos of some players 
can see their names in print? In 
the case of the Strikers v Lions 
tst leg clash the programmes 
arrived two days after the game! 
Brilliant! 


The cover proclaims the "Pre- 
season Waltz". There is no 
indication of year or dates when 
the compatetion is taking place. 
Could be 1989 for al) the cover 
tells you. ft is though a colourful 
cover, not cluttered and does 
indicate it is for the JW Cup. 2 - 
Ad. An old ad saying that 


Ericsson is proud to announce 


- ihe start of a long term etc... 3 - 


Message from the sponsor and 
Mr Hill. 4/5/6/7 - Greg Blake 
gives a brief rundown on what we 
might expect of most entrants in 
this years cup, 8/9 - Squads for 8 
of the contestants. 10 - The 
Draw. Includes the phrase "Draw 
subject to change”. Now if that 
doesn't infer that things could be 
fiddted with to suit someone, | 
don't know = what does! 
Wollongong played their home 
fixture at the delightfully named 
‘Batls Paddock’. The first legs 
took place over 12 days with half 
the ties being finished before two 
1st leg ties had started. 11 - Ad. 
123 - The other 8 teams 
squads. Two squads don’t have 
players positions completed 
(why?) whilst Collingwood only 
have 11 players listed. | suppose 
that's enough to start a game. 
14/15/16/17 - All of last seasons 
cup results & cofour pics. Also a 
list of all JW Cup winners since 
1977! Nothing like  shafting 
previous cup sponsors and giving 
camplete credit to the current 
incumbant! 18 - 3 colour pics. 19 
- Ad. (With old ASF logo. Tut 


tut!). 20 - Sponsors Ad. we 


It's actually not a bad read. A bit 
shallow in some ways. Neat, 
compact, lots of colour (14 colour 
Pics, but only 2 are titled) and 
virtually no ads. Great - but isn't 
that a concern from the corporate 
sponsorship point of view? 


The question still remains - why 
-weren't these made available for 
spectators? Or don't they matter 
too much? 5 
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Johnnie Walker Cup 
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At one stage it took Collingwood Football Club 32 years to win a trophy. 
lt took Collingwood Soccer Club 21 days. 


One for the (world?) record books 


Eventually, people are going to realise that this was something special, perhaps unique. 
| cannot remember a team ever winning a national cup competition before they had played a 
league match. Put away your cynic’s cap for a moment and forget that some people still 
view this as Heidelberg in disguise, the fact remains that Collingwood may be the first club 
in any country, perhaps even in any sport, to win a national trophy at their first atternpt. 

Such a shame then that their victory will remain a lucky one in the eyes of some, due to 
the lack of enthusiasm shown by some of the bigger clubs and with overseas tours in 
progress by the senior and youth squads many line-ups were reduced to patch-up jobs with 
a number of irialists getting a chance to show their stuff. As usual, the quality of soccer on 
offer did not have any reflection on ticket prices. As usual, the fans reacted accordingly. 


The attendances (in the early rounds, at least) accurately reflected the level of public 
enthusiasm for the competition. 291 saw Wollongong play Marconi, 436 & 433 saw Nth 
NSW play Newcastle over two matches, 779 witnessed South Melbourne and Gippsland, 
382 saw Newcastle and Marconi, the list goes on and on. Soccer Australia had attempted 
to put some spice into the draw by contriving two-legged derbies for most teams in the first 
round, yet the team most likely to draw a reasonable crowd were forced to play both legs 
away. Victoria Park was still unavailable and so Collingwood were off to Hindmarsh for two 
matches against a South Australian XI. Due to a brilliant piece of scheduling, the Warriors 
were forced to take the field in the first leg without any of their Heidelberg contingent, as the 
Bergers were playing in the Victorian Premier League grand final on the same day. Itis 
perhaps an indictment on the standard of South Australian soccer that Collingwood only 
faced a one goal deficit for the second leg, but Steve Maxwell's goal wasn't enough to 
prevent the Woods reaching the quarter final stage. 

The other disappointment was the absence of Perth Glory but we've harped on about 
that in previous issues. As for the other first round pairings, Newcastle virtually received a 
bye as they were drawn against Northern NSW Lions, likewise Brisbane Strikers although 
they made hard work of disposing of Brisbane Lions, having to come from a goal down after 
the first leg. 

The quarters began with UTS Olympic hosting Brisbane. UTS started warm favourites 
following a couple of 1-0 victories in both 'away' legs over Sydney United, who were 
showing much better form in the Waratah Cup. But Brisbane shocked Olympic with three 
first half goals and progressed to the semis along with Marconi, who also got three first half 
goals against Newcastle before settling for a 3-1 win. 


The history books will show that Marconi blitzed Brisbane 5-0, but four of the goals were 
in the last 25 minutes, after the Strikers had looked the better side for lengthy spells, but 
Marconi earned their victory with better finishing in truly dreadful conditions. And they 
reckon it rains in Melbourne! 

It was one thing for Collingwood to edge past a Sth Oz selection and a badly under- 
manned Adelaide City (on penalties), but it was quite another thing taking on a South 
Melboume side (which included a liberal sprinkling of intemationals) determined to win the 
JWC after the disappointment of a semi final defeat in the Dockerty Cup at the hands of 
Altona Magic. South Melbourne had surprisingly squeezed past the Knights 1-0 thanks to a 
first half Michae! Curcija goal, in a match where Gerry Connolly was the busiest man on the 
park, issuing seven yellow cards. 

An upset was on the cards, and full marks to Collingwood for their convincing victory. 
3-1 could have been 6-1 as the Warriors murdered a despondent South in the last ten 
minutes. As one lifelong Blues fan put it, "That really ****ing hurts, especially from them..." 





Collingwood's inspired run took them all the way to the trophy, and Marconi can have no 
arguments. Manfred Schaefer wasn't exactly magnanimous in defeat, suggesting 
Boutsianis' winner was offside, and Tapai would burn himself out before the season reached 
the half-way mark, but Marconi looked disinterested at times, and generally speaking their 
first touch was pocr. True, Marconi had plenty of possession and created a few good 
chances but Waddell (1st half) and Lozanovski (2nd half) should definitely have scored to 
seal victory long before the ninetieth minute. Collingwood thoroughly deserved their win and 
the only shame was that there were only 3-4,000 on hand to witness history. If only the 
Melbourne media had REALLY promoted the game.... 


Laurie Schwab (Melbourne Age) was perhaps being a little sarcastic when he suggested 
the Warriors fans enjoyed thumbing their collective noses at David Hill during the trophy 
presentation, but he wasn't far wrong either. The icing on the cake for the Bergers diehards 
was winning the trophy and celebrating in the bar of your arch rival's club. To be honest, it 
couldn't have been much sweeter. 


The at Zor, 

If you think Zoran Matic has had a comfortable start with Collingwood, think again! 
He has faced a variety of hassles including unavailability, international duty, defections, and 
ridiculous rules as he has tried to mould a team. Compare the starting elevens of the first 
JWC match and the first Ericsson Cup match. 
JWC: Anastasiadis, Jolevski, Talladira, Cattalano, Cerracchio, Spasevski, 
Mehechella, Sonsini, Di lorio, Viad Babic, Taliadoros. 
EC: Juric, Fak, Jolevski, Scott, Cerracchio, Talladira, Vlahos, Taliadoros, Tapai, 
Lozanovski, Boutsianis. ees 


MORE NEWS FROM THE BJS BAR.... 


yn 
Angie Postecoglou was given the three-finger salute after the Lakers were bundled out of W"a! 9s 
the JWC by a rampant Collingwood. What does it all mean, we mused. Well, we don't think 4 
they were ordering any more refreshments and suspect it was ‘three more weeks, mate, and 
that’s it’, Our suspicions were confirmed after the home defeat by Sydney United. The 
number of fingers had been reduced to two.... 


Abeer, the demand, a quick response, - 

Seen having a beer together after the JWC final in the Legends Bar were ASF boss 
David Hill and VSF chief Henry Siwka. We reckon a fair slab of the discussion may have 
centred around the VSF's transfer policy of National/State League players. By Wednesday 
Ernie Tapai, Con Boutsianis and Dean Anastasiadis were allowed to transfer to new 
Ericsson Cup side Collingwood. Let's all drink to that! 


A big, big, big effort - NOTH 

Massive (ha, ha) display at the aforementioned Legends Bar. No, not of South 
Melbourne Hellas/Lakers but of the old South Melbourne Football Ciub. An A4 size poster 
of Bobby Skilton and three or four Scanlans ‘footy cards' featuring past greats. A lot of work 
and thought behind this effort... And to think they hope Melbourne-based Swans fans might 
consider it their new meeting place! 


Once is bad enough... 
Almost a yellow card offence, this one. Fancy having the bad taste to play that blasted 
Macarena song twice during a JWC clash. Time for a new DJ at Bu... 
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SUPER LEAGUE TO START IN 1997! 


From Anthony Fensom 

Before any reader turns the page in disgust at yet another article about Mr Murdoch's so- 
called ‘Super League’, this is the term that can best describe the courageous decision 
announced by the Queensland Soccer Federation on Friday, 11th October, 1996, to rationalise 
the State’s premier football competition. The decision taken by the QSF did not require any 
High Court judges or mobile-telephone suited advisors. For, pending any appeals, the 1997 
XXXX League Premier Division will feature 8 clubs, a reduction from last season's twelve and 
contrary to media reports of a possible 10 or 12 team format. 

With some 21 clubs applying to join the top flight, the QSF faced intensive behind-the- 
scenes lobbying as the clubs battled to meet the required entry criteria. Yet given the possibility 
of compromise, the final decision is a victory for the advocates of professionat football. The 
lucky eight clubs include five Brisbane-based teams (City, Lions, Rachedale Rovers, Taringa 
Rovers and Wynnum) Beenleigh (in between the Gold Coast and Brisbane), Coalstars 
(ipswich-based), and a new entrant, Bundaberg Waves. The Premier League clubs have been 
given a period of up to three years free of relegation, providing the necessary stability to 
encourage the clubs to develop their financial base and professionalism. 

The XXXX Premier League is to consist of three grades, with Premier, Second and Amateur 
Divisions. The Second Division has been divided into two leagues of equal status cperating 
separately, both with ten teams, one northside and the other southside. Four clubs from the 
1996 Premier League have been dropped into the Second Division (Pine Rivers, Nerang, 
Grange Thistle, Eastern Suburbs and North Stan), with the Division Two champions Olympic 
placed into Second Division (North) 

Finally the Amateur Division is to comprise three leagues of 12 clubs respectively. Amateur 
clubs do not have to satisfy the QSF criteria placed on the top two leagues in terms of finance 
and facilities. The Amateur Division is to consist of two grades, with the second division and 
Premier League each having three grades. 


In making their decision, the QSF has stated that "the board will review all of the above 
arrangements at the close of the 1997 season and does not rule out the possibility of further 
changes at that time....Neither fhe Board nor its representatives will comment publicly on the 
contents of individual club applications or the reasons for inclusion or exclusion of individual 
clubs”. The QSF however has given the clubs until October 25 to appeal their status. 

The federation also is evaluating a possible future State League, although the costs of such a 
format are prohibitive. 

The move by the QSF to reduce the Premier League is a step towards increasing the 
quality of football in the top division, and thereby hopefully increasing crowds and sponsorship 
for the real football in Queensland. While various clubs are obviously disappointed at not 
meeting the criteria (Gold Coast City Council have expressed their disappointment at their lack 
of regional reperesentation), and the three year period of no promotion/relegation is an obvious 
disincentive to Second Division teams, the change is one which offers the best possibility for 
advancing professionalism. 

The experiment will also be of undoubted interst to the administrators in Sydney, currently 
with an Ericsson Cup of some 14 teams and possibly rising to 16 teams in 1997/98. The old 
debate of quality against quantity (and opportunity) will no doubt be played out in public as 
Soccer Australia approaches next season. Still, it's hard to imagine a National League pre- 
season without the usual acrimonious media flare-up and threats of court action. 

The Brisbane Strikers will also undoubtably appreciate an improvement in the standard of 
the local league, such players being potential recruits for the cash-conscious Strikers. Frank 
Farina's side have begun the new season with an excellent run in the JW Cup, despite losing 
the first leg of their tie against local champions Brisbane Lions by a solitary goal. Playing 
without inspirational player-manager Frank Farina, the Strikers injected young recruits Wayne 
Knipe, Matt Bell and Kasey Wehrman into the first team, and the gamble paid off. Experienced 
forward Rod Brown netted the equaliser for the Strikers after 27 minutes and in the 22nd 
minute of extra time, it was Alan Hunter who headed home the ‘golden goal' to take the Strikers 
into the quarter-finals. 








The Strikers were matched against the might of UTS Olympic in Sydney for their quarter- 
final, a match in which the Queenslanders would be without the services of Danny Wright and 
Frank Farina (injury), and young Socceroo Matt Beli (on international duty). Olympic coach 
David Ratcliffe however was also quoted in the media as stating that he had the entire squad 
together at training only once. Such a lack of pre-season training backfired for Olympic, with 
the Strikers upsetting the punters with an impressive 3-1 victory at Marconi Stadium. Rod 
Brown, defender Mark Battistin and midfielders Andrew Battistin and Andrew Brayshaw scored 
for the Strikers for a 3-0 half-time lead, with former Marconi midfielder Jeremy Harris making 
his debut. The Strikers were rewarded for their efforts with a semi-final against Marconi at 
Marconi stadium. Fielding a full-strength team which included new signing Craig Foster, 
Marconi, playing at home in front of a paltry crowd of less than a thousand, ended the Strikers 
hopes of some silverware with a 5-0 victory. The scoreline flattered the Fairfietders as the 
Strikers lost Brayshaw early in the first half through injury, and defender Mark Battistin was red- 
carded with just 20 minutes remaining with Marconi leading 1-0. The poor attendance at 
Marconi should give the Cup officials reasons to rethink their ground selection. Playing in 
Brisbane, the Strikers would certainly have drawn at least a couple of thousand to the semi- 
final. 


The Strikers however could feel satisfied with an impressive beginning to the new season 
under new player-manager Frank Farina. Off the field, the Strikers marketing campaign has 
been active in seeking season ticket-holders, mailing every QSF registered player in Brisbane 
with an application form. Local newspaper the Courier Mail has run several competitions for 
supporters, with the prizes being season tickets and (or) Strikers merchandise. The club shop 
has also marketed a mail-order service. Such efforts are encouraging as the Strikers attempt to 
build on the success of their first season at the international-quality Suncorp Stadium. 

Farina has built a 21 man squad for the new season, including a new signing, Bosnian 
Vedran Becirbegovic, a former Yugoslavia youth representative. Becirbegovic delighted 
second division crowds in the 1996 season with his quality control and vision, being voted 
Rocklea United's player of the season. Such talents led to Branko Culina’s invitation to tour 
with Sydney United, yet Vedran decided to sign with Brisbane Strikers where he has made his 
home. The talented midfielder is a player to watch for the upcoming season, should he be 
given the opportunity. Damien Waugh from Brisbane City is another player invited to join the 
Strikers, with the club also attempting to persuade Chris Zoricich to re-sign (Zoricich is still 
trialling in England). 


The Strikers opened the new Ericsson Cup season with an encouraging scoreless draw a 


away to Adelaide City at Hindmarsh stadium. City punished the Strikers 7-0 last season at 
Hindmarsh and going into the match the Strikers were without the services of Jeremy Harris, 
Farina and Matt Bell. Yet despite these losses the Strikers dominated midfield, with Rod Brown 
and Wayne Knipe failing to convert numerous chances. The match is a sound performance 
gaing into the Strikers first home match of the season against Newcastle on October 19. 

The Strikers’ prospects for the new season rest on the shoulders of experienced players 
Farina, Hunter, Brown and Phillips, with Queensland Academy signings Bell, Wehrman and 
Knipe an investment in the future of the club. Manager Frank Farina has not marked his regime 
by a mass recruitment drive, partly due to lack of finanaces, but also due to the club's policy of 
rewarding loyally and stability. The steps taken by the QSF to form a semi-professional premier 
league should pay off in the future with an improvement in the standard of the loca! league. 
However in a fourteen team national competition boasting the likes of big-spending 
Collingwood, the Strikers wilt have to lift their previous performances if they wish to qualify for 
the finals. Farina though is a winner, and unlike Stowell may be prepared to attack in search of 
victory rather than defend for a point. Such an attitude can only benefit supporters of 
entertaining football. 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


SEPTEMBER 

12 - Ned Zelic is expected to be off the field for a month with a knee injury sustained against 
Nancy. 

14 - New South Wales clinch the Womens Youth Championship be defeating Queensland 1- 
Qin the final. NSW had defeated Qld 3-1 during the round-robin stage. 

19 - UTS Olympic announce they will be playing their 96/97 home matches at Belmore 
Sports Ground, home of Canterbury rugby league team, fuelling rumours that the Super 
League club may be about to invest in Olympic. 

21 - Kevin Muscat and Carl Veart both get on the scoresheet for Crystal Palace during a 

6-1 win at Reading. Is this the first time two Aussies have got on the scoresheet in the 
English first division? DO tell... 

22 - Sydney United win the Waratah Cup, defeating Parramatta Eagles 2-1 in the final. 

The Pumas pick up $50,000 first prize after Ante Milicic scores both goals, his second 
coming in 'golden-goal' extra time. Meanwhile, the Oz Womens Championships kick off in 
Darwin with NSW defeating SA 2-1. A sign of things to come, perhaps? 

23 - Gippsland withdraw from the Dockerty Cup after fielding ineligible players during their 
quarter final against the Melbourne Knights the previous day. Meanwhile, Knights sweeper 
Joe Simunic pulls out of Les Schienflug’s youth team excursion to South America in favour 
of some R&R in Bali. Really? 

28 - The Australian Womens Championships wind up with New South Wales defeating 
South Austratia 3-1 in the final. Katrina Boyd scores twice. Over in London, Muscat & Veart 
are at it again in Palace's 6-1 home win over Southend. 

29 - Melbourne Knights add another trophy to the cabinet after defeating Altona Magic 4-2 in 
the final of the Dockerty Cup. John Fraser officiates in a match for the last time, acting as 
the fourth official. 

30 - Peter Desira reports in the Melbourne HeraldSun that the working name of the super 
Italian club wilt be the Melbourne Allstars. The club will be the result of a merger between 
Thomastown, Bulleen and Box Hill, and will play home matches at Bulleen. 


OCTOBER 

1 ~ Day two of the national ‘talent identification championships' sees South Australia defeat 
Tasmania 11-1 in the under 15’s. 

6 - The ‘tic’ wind up with NSW winning the U-15's and Qld triumphing in the U-14's. 

7 - Carlton expresses interest in hosting soccer matches during the 2000 Olympics. The 
Victorian Government prefers the proposed Docklands Stadium as the number one venue, 
with Olympic Park its second choice. 

8 - SacAus launches the 96/97 Ericsson Cup season with a luncheon at the IMAX theatre at 
Darling Harbour. Danny ‘which club?’ Tiatto is reportedly ready to sign for Baste in 
Switzerland. 

9 - Carlton Soccer Club decides against fielding a team in this season's National Youth 
League. 

10 - ET announces his squad for the Tahiti series: Wade, Tobin, Ivanovic, Mori, Petkovic, 
Lozanovski, Tapai, Foster, Marth, Polak, Trimboli, Spink, Popovic, Kalac, Blagojevic, 
Edwards, Trajanovski, Hooker. Meanwhile, the 38-strong Joeys squad is announced with 
the players originating from: NNSW 4, NSW 11, Qld 5, SA 2, Vic 11, WA 2, ACT 3. 
Biggest shock of the day is in Melbourne where Frank Juric signs with Collingwood, after the 
Knights were unwilling to offer him a one-year contract!! The Knights sign (and rescue the 
career of) Ransford Banini by agreeing to a $12,000 transfer fee with Thomastown. 

41- Hooray, the Ericsson Cup finally kicks off and Jason Bennett has a night to remember 
with four goals in twelve minutes as West Adelaide crash to a 1-6 defeat after taking the 
lead ten minutes into the second half! 


Meanwhile, down in Metbourne, Ike Alagiozidis of Bentleigh Greens wins the VPL Gold 
Medal with 32 votes. Bobby Despotovski (Heidelberg) finishes second with 26, with Sava 
Rusmir {Altona} third on 21. Sadly, Box Hill president and VSF board member Tony 
Scarcella collapses during the event and passes away shortly after. 

12 - The Melbourne HeraldSun excels itself with a two page COLOUR preview of the 
Ericsson Cup. For the record, Peter Desira's top three are Marconi, Sydney Utd and 
Collingwood. Ray Gatt is slightly more conservative, selecting Marconi, the Knights and 
Sydney United. On the other side of the world, Mark Bosnich imitates Basil Fawlty and 
winds Up being charged with misconduct by the English FA. 

13 - For the first time in memory the gates are thrown open at a national leaque game as 
Collingwood totally underestimates the level of interest in the league's new boys. It didn't 
hefp that thousands of Greek supporters turned up five minutes before kick-off as usual... 
14 - Joe Simunic returns from Bali via Croatia where he met up with you-know-who at 
Croatia Zagreb. Or did he even make it to Bali? 

15 - David Hill faxes a character reference to Graham Kelly (English FA) offering support to 
Mark Bosnich in the wake of his ‘Nazi-style' salute to Tottenham fans. “While Soccer 
Australia would never condone Mark's action in this matter, we do note his total, 
unequivocal retraction and expect that his action will not be repeated.” 

SocAus also pour cold water on the proposed Asian Pacific Cup competition with David Hill 
stating “...the Asian Pacific Cup document had been considered at the management and 
board levels of Soccer Australia. We are yet to take a position on it although we are certain 
we need much more information... ... Soccer Australia has not given its approval to the 
Michaels-Mariani plan. We need a far more detailed proposal and financial guarantees 
before we could seriously consider the matter’. 

The Danny Tiatto saga appears to have ended with the Knights accepting a $425,000 offer 
from ltalian secand division club Salernitana. Not a bad profit on the $8,000 they paid 
Bulleen for him a couple of years ago.... 

16 - Eddie Thomson advises SocAus of his intention to leave Oz fo coach Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima, and the sparks fly as Frank Arok reckons it's five years too late. 

17 - ET holds one final press conference to discuss the past six years but manages to gloss 
over the fact we haven't actually beaten anybody of note in any competition of note (except 
perhaps for Ghana's 'C’ team in South Africa in September). He does, however, find time to 
take a swipe at Mike Cockerill and the other journos who have rubbished him over his ‘lone 
ranger’ system. As for Frank Arok, ET reckons he carried him for four years and he might 
send him a food parcel from Japan! 

19 - Newcastle come crashing back to earth with a 1-6 drubbing at Suncorp Stadium. 

20 - The worst kept secret in soccer is out. South Melbourne will struggle again this season, 
as Sydney United punish some woeful defending and their own defence has no trouble 


dealing with the dozens of high balls into the box. West Adelaide's Jim Tsekenis celebrates Pe 


his return from a trial with Crystal Palace with two goals against Perth Glory. 


Here is the news - we wish! 

Browsing through the ASF’s 1984 Annual Report we spotted the following item: 

in January 1985 the first issue of A.S.F. news will be published. This monthly 
publication will be the official A.S.F. news and it will be issued to each State 

Federation and the media. The concept will be similar to the FIFA news and will 

include reports from the Executive Director, National Coach, National Caaching 

Director, the Referees sub committee, the NSL Manager and general news and 

proposals. 

We note that it wasn’t available for public consumption, the ASF relying on the media to 
provide the average fan with what they may consider relevant. But seriously, with Soccer 
Australia magazine no longer the official voice of SocAus, it is time the governing body 
thought about resurrecting SocAus (ASF) News, and allow the public to subscribe. With all 
the changes taking place in the game, it may be the only chance the fans have of being truly 
informed about the sport in this country. 
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Internet News - From Greg Stock 


Apologies for tast months issue where | forgot to give the URL for Damian Smith's 
unofficial Sth Melbourne site. The address is http:/Awww.ozemail.com.au/~dtsbaby.html 
This site is definitely worth checking out with Damian launching a South Melbourne Player of 
the Year competition for season 1996/97 with a great prize an offer. 


Mailing Lists 

| thought that in this month's instalment | might cover an often neglected part of the 
Internet, and that is the wonderful world of the e-mail. E-mail has allowed us the opportunity 
to converse and send information to others worldwide at the click of a button. For us football 
enthusiasts it has meant that a large number of ‘mailing lists' have sprung up worldwide 
enabling fans of both clubs and countries to receive regular updates on a particular football 
subject. These mailing lists provide the subscriber with the opportunity to exchange e-mails 
with fellow fans worldwide, to express opinions and be on top of all the latest football news. 


The way mailing lists work is that E-mails are sent to a central site and then bounced out 
to the subscribers worldwide. This means that if you are a fan of Southampton for example 
then you can send an e-mail to a central address requesting information or offering some 
news where they can read alt about what you have to say. A great way to keep in touch with 
ail the news and views of your particular football interest. 

A full list of these Mailing Lists can be found on Thomas Esamie’s hame page. Thomas is 
an Australian football fan who has taken it upon himself to provide a full and updated list of e- 
mail addresses and subscription details on where you can access these mailing lists 
Internet Address - http:/Iwww.algor@zeta.com.au 

This list is in alphabetical order and includes not only European clubs but also countries 
like Russia and Iran and clubs from the far flung reaches of the globe. From a personal view 
| have subscribed to a number of mailing lists from European clubs. | can personally 
recommend the Manchester United and Crystal Palace ones which offer a digest service. 
This means that instead of receiving twenty e-mails throughout the day, they are all collated 
and sent as a single e-mail. The Southampton one is also particularly good as is our own 
Australian one run by OzSoccer. This has only recently sprung up from the ‘castle’ that is 
OzSoccer and has already around 40 or so regular contributors from all parts of the world. 
To subscribe send a messge to: Internet Address - majordomo@thehub.com.au 
leaving the subject header blank with the text being subscribe ozsoccer-l. From here you will 
be automatically subscribed and be in touch with other Australian fans worldwide. 

The content of the Austrafian mailing fist can vary from gossip and rumours right through 
to match reports and score updates as they happen. A number of people have taken to 


MO Bn sending e-mails after they retum from the matches to let the list know of the final scores as 
EZ AGE ell as providing a match report from the terraces. News is an integral part as is e-mails 
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from subscribers keen to find out information on players, clubs or Australian football in 
general. It is a great way to keep in touch with the news as it happens as well as hear from 
like-minded football fans worldwide. 

The number of e-mails sent from each particular maifing list varies with the number of 
‘active’ participants and reties on the premise that most subscribers will contribute at least 
one mail per week. Just remember the more lists you subscribe to, the more mail you 
receive. It can be quite common to receive anything up to fifty mails per day on some of the 
more popular lists during the season proper, while in the off-season this can dwindle to only a 
few. Remember, lists are all about galvanising support for a particular football interest and 
present an opportunity to converse with like minded enthusiasts. Well worth the effort. 


Soccer Australia News 


Ht has been confirmed that Soccer Australia have signed an Internet deal with Microsoft 
to provide an official SA web site. This is the good news but the bad news is that you will 
probably have to pay a subscription to access the site. All the A-League clubs have been 
encouraged to become pro-active in launching a site this season to be linked into the central 
SA site. The composition of the SA site is still to be determined but it does appear that 
exclusive interviews with high profile players and officials will form a large part of the site, as 
will video footage of Socceroo matches. For SA this is a step in the right direction but 
whether or not it can prove to be successful with a pay-for-view arrangement, time will tell. 1 
will keep abreast of developments and pass on any information as the veil of secrecy by 
Microsoft is lifted. 


Thank You 

Thanks to those who have mailed me with information and sites to review. If you have 
anything to contribute don't hesitate to reach me via bub@www.world.net or (02)9528- 
6274. And don’t forget to register for the A-League OzSoccer tipping comp run by football 
guru Andrew Howe. This can be found on the OzSoccer site through 
http://bix.thehub.com.au/ozsoccer/tip.htmi Happy surfing! 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 


Surprise, surprise. Nobody (not even Zoran Matic!!) tipped Collingwoad to take out the 
Johnnie Walker Cup, and only Lance Librandi had enough sense to select Marconi, so 
there's not a lot of change at the top of the leaderboard. With most tipsters selecting Saudi 
Arabia to take out the Gulf Cup (in progress as you read this) it's unlikely they'll be any 
major changes after Round 10 either. i 

Not to worry, Round 11 is bound to sort out the wannabes as we head off to Spain for 
the FIFA World Indoor Championships. The competition kicks off on November 24, but 
we're nat sure SU19 will be in your hands by then so we've printed the details of the draw 
below, As usual it's ten paints for a win, six for second and three points for each losing semi 
finalist. Tips should be in by November 23. 


FIFA World Indoor Championships - November 24 to December 8 
Group A (Murcia): Australia, Spain, Ukraine, Egypt 
Group B (Murcia): Russia, China, Argentina, Netherlands 
Group C (Segovia): USA, Malaysia, Italy, Uruguay 
Group D (Segovia): Brazil, tran, Cuba, Belgium 


The Leaderboard 


Rd 9; JW Cup Rd 10: Gulf Cup TOTAL 

Kevin Christopher (72) UTS Olympic (0) Saudi Arabia {72} 
Bhupinder Rai (58) Adelaide City (0) Uts Arab Emirates (58) 
Graham Creed (48) - Graham!!! Get in touch before it's too late!!! 

Anthony Fensom (48) Melb Knights (0) Saudi Arabia (48) 
Harry Georgiadis (44) Adelaide City (0) Saudi Arabia (44) 
Lance Librandi (38) Marconi (6) Utd Arab Emirates (44) 
Anthony Clarke (36) | UTS Olympic (0) Saudi Arabia (36) 
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The Dockerty Cup has been running since 1909 but we can't 
remember the trophy winners ever losing the quarter-final! 


Where was the rule book? 


This year's Dockerty Cup suffered from a variety of problems, but none caused greater 
concern to the clubs than the scheduling. With SocAus again deciding to use the Johnnie 
Walker Cup as a seperate pre-season competition, the Melbourne based A-League clubs 
were forced to rotate their squads as they struggled to put quality starting elevens on the 
park. In another classic example of soccer competing with itself, both competitions were 
reduced to nathing more than warm-up/trial matches and the fans responded accordingly. 
Or rather, they didn't. 


As usual the Dockerty Cup contained little interest until the quarter final stage, and wisely 
the VSF decided to play a couple of double-headers. Unfortunately they chose the wrong 
venue in one case and the wrong time in the other. The quarters opened with South 
Melbourne comfortably defeating Box Hill on their own sub-standard surface but the 
sensations came before and after the second match between Gippsland Falcons and the 
Melbourme Knights. The lack of player availability forced Gippsland into fielding trialists 
against Bentleigh and the Knights, and the whole affair blew up in the faces of VSF officials 
who had no alternative but to reverse the quarter final result (tough fuck for Bentleigh!). 

Gippsland, naturally, were fuming. They claimed to have spoken to a VSF official before 
the match who told them to check with SocAus (who had already given permission for clubs 
to field triallists in the Johnnie Walker Cup) even though SocAus had no jurisdiction over the 
state-based competition. The Knights were one step ahead, having already requested 
permission from the VSF to field trialists and were knocked back. True, there is no 
prizemoney and little prestige attached to the Dockerty Cup but lan Dobson (naturally) 
prefers real matches to friendlies and the rest is history. The Knights subsequent disposed 
of Heidelberg/Metbourne Warriors to land themselves in the final. 

Most pundits expected them to meet South Mefbourme, but Aitona Magic continued their 
excellent 1996 form to edge out the Lakers on penalties at the semi fina! stage. Both semis 
were played (as a double header at BJS) on the Wednesday night with Altona and 
Heidelberg playing their quarter final matches at Port Melbourne 48 hours earlier. Yep, a 
Monday night. 


At least the VSF got the final right, played on a Sunday afternoon at BUS. The final itself 
was a surprisingly calm affair, with plenty of good soccer (quite a welcome change from 
some of stuff served up recently at BJS) and the odd touch of comedy. Altona raced to a 
two goal lead after seventeen minutes through excellent shooting from Georgopoulos and 
Petrevski, and the Knights - well, some of them - looked genuinely disinterested. After a 
pass, intended for Spiteri, had been cut out, Joe put his foot THROUGH one of the Tooheys 
Blue advertising hoardings behind the goal-line, and for a couple of seconds he coukin't get 
it out! If only I'd taken a video camera... 

Once the Knights found their pride and passing range though, talent won out and despite 
a gutsy effort from the VPL champions the Knights cruised home to clinch a trophy which 
will forever be tainted by the 'triallists' affair. 


For those who keep stats on such things.... 

1/4 finals: South Melbourne 4 8ox Hill 0; Gippsland Falcons 1 Melbourne Knights 0 
Heidelberg Warriors 3 Croydon City 0; Altona Magic 1 Kingston City 0 

Semi Finals: Sth Melb 1 Altona 1 (Altona 6-5 on pens); Mejb Knights 5 Heidelberg 0 
Final - Sun Sep 29 {at Bob Jane Stadium) 

Melbourne Knights 4 Spiteri 34, 84, Lapsansky 40, Tiatto 50 

Altona Magic 2 Nick Georgopoulos 8, Petrevski 16 


Another Aussie demolition job on Oceania opposition... 
The Oceania qualifiers for the Futsal World Championship were held in Vanuatu in 
August and for those of you who collect stats on this sort of stuff we thought we better print 
the results because we hadn't seen them anywhere else (half time scores in brackets). 





Aug 3 v Fiji 5-0 (2-0); Aug 4 v Western Samoa 23-1 (10-1); Aug 5 v Vanuatu 4-1 (3-0); 
Aug 6 v Fiji 11-1 (4-1); Aug 7 v Western Samoa 21-2 (9-0); Aug 8 v Vanuatu 5-3 (4-2) 
Final table - Pts (G-D): Australia 18 (69-8), Vanuatu 10 (26-21), Fiji 7 (26-31), 
Western Samoa 0 (17-78) 


Oz now heads for Murcia (Spain) in November where they have been drawn in Group A 
along with the hosts, Ukraine and Egypt. And, yep, you guessed it, this tournament will be 
included in the ULTIMATE tipping competition (see page 25), so make sure you look for 
those warm-up results in the daily press..... 


Poets Club ?!? 

South Melboume Lakers run a variety of functions at their new Champions Bar but one in 
particular that caught the eye was the 1/2 price drinks between 5-7pm. Would you believe it 
goes under the name of the Poets Club, Poets being an acronym for 
Piss Off Early, Tomorrow's Saturday. 


What about if we bring the game forward? 

We had a good whinge in a previous issue about the lack of consideration when 
scheduling matches last season but it seems we're still going to have similar problems this 
year. Sydney United couldn't even keep to their opening day match time of 6:30pm, 
preferring to bring the kick-off forward ninety minutes to 5:00pm. We reckon we know the 
reason why, but we have trouble believing it so there's no paint trying to convince you. 


Courting a few more voters?’ 

Well done to Richard Court, premier of Western Australia who has accepted the honour 
of being the number one ticket holder at Perth Glory. Not a bad show of support, especially 
as the team hasn't started winning yet. At least the Glory won't have to look iar if they're 
searching for a genuine right-winger! 


Just in case you were wondering... 

Yeah, we also thought it was a little strange that Canberra didn't request the 'curtain- 
raiser’ to the Tahiti match before the draw was announced, and if they did it is even stranger 
that SocAus didn’t factor it into the draw. And why bring a match forward from round 197 
Lucky ball out of the hat perhaps? Whatever the reasons, Newcastle are happy to take on 
two away matches in 48 hours (another league first?) and yes, they will be adequately 
compensated. 


Good luck Damian, hope you're good enough.... 

It wouldn't be right to let Damian Mori's departure to Germany go by without any comment, 
so here goes. There’s no doubt that Moenchengladbach is a great club and he will leam an 
enormous amount and eventually return to Australia a better player. But there is no way he 
can be guaranteed a first team position and with only two professional divisions in Germany 
it's quite possible a dead end is heading his way. Given his cult status in Oz courtesy of last 
season's 3.69 second effort and the upcoming scoring sprees against Tahiti (not to mention 

his screen debut in the Crown Casino commercial!) he was on target to be the league's 
genuine pin-up boy. The timing really couldn't have been any worse. 


Dear Studs Up -po box 53, Oakieigh South 3167 


First up is Andre Kruger (Hannover} with a bit of everything! 


Paul Okon's biggest wish was to play for Lazio. Now his dream has come true and he is 
in Rome. At first he was a little bit shocked about the great footballers around him. "We 


have some great superstars in our team like Signori and Casiraghi and | had a lot of respect 


to train with players like them. But then | saw that these guys are just norma! people with 
two arms and two legs". 

Lazio bought Okon although he is injured, but the club thinks he is a strong player. 
European agents first spotted Okon in the World Youth Cup in 1991. "For Australian it is 
very important to play in tournaments like that. It's the only chance for foreign clubs to see 
our players. Normally | play libero, but Lazio sold Di Matteo to Chelsea and the coach 
wants me to play in his position". But Dario Marcolini wants to play in this position and it 
would be hard for Paul to come into the team. Another new teammate, Mark Fish (South 
Africa) was also delighted with his new club, but after sitting on the bench for the first few 
games he maybe wants to move to England. | hope Okon has more luck. It will be a hard 
road for him. 


On German TV Rudi Gutendorf celebrated his 70th birthday. He was happy and proud 
to say that he is the coach who has trained the most teams in the world (is that good or 
bad?). | have known Rudi for eighteen years, he was a good friend of my uncle, a leading 
sports reprter. When he told me that he was moving to Australia in 1979 | was very happy 
because the Socceroos were my big hobby. | remember giving him some tips before he 


moved to Sydney. “Put players like Steve Perry, Col Bennett and John Kosmina in the team 


around Peter Wilson and Branko Buljevic”. He just smiled. A few months later | was 


shocked when | saw that everyone who could kick a ball was in ‘my national team’. "Oh no - 


don't do that!" was my first thought. Then came the big disaster in 1981 against New 
Zealand. | read in Australian newspapers that they missed the players that I told Rudi 
about. | met Rudi later in Germany and he told me stories about spies, sabotage and fraud. 


Oh poor Rudi, | was disappointed, a German distroyed my Australian team. But nothing has 


changed in Rudi's brain. On his 70th birthday he said his dream is to train again a 
Bundesliga team. My tip Rudi - you can coach the german old stars from 1954. 


| can't understand the talking about the ethnic problems in Australia. Now Soccer 
Australia wants to kick out Marconi, Sydney United and others from the A-Legue if they did 
not change the jerseys or logos. ! think its time to stop these stupid things. Soccer in 
Australia has a lang history with great clubs like Hakoah, Prague, Juventus, Footscray and 
Fitzroy. Or remember the great success from St George at the Japan tournament in 1977. 
Most of the great names are gone and the biggest loss was ! think Sydney City. Every 
month when | get a newspaper from Australia | find new names. 

| told you, my english is not good enough to understand everything. | think the ASF 
changed their name to Soccer Australia. If that is true, whose idea was that? From some 
kids on the street? And now they want to abandon clubs like Marconi or Adelaide City. 
What Australia needs to make soccer more attractive is success and not to change every 
week jerseys and names. What is with the 24 point masterplan from Mr Hill? What is with 
the promise of 16 internationals every year? You have to change also the english names 


osu {because England is still in Europe)? So you can give the clubs Aboriginal names like 


i 


™“ Sydney Pitjantjatjara or Jiggalong Adelaide - is that Australian enough? 
| thought Australia was a democratic country. In many years the people in Australia will 


still play soccer, but nobody will talk about Hill and other people. ! hope Australia goes back 


to their old soccer roots and | can see the Soceroos in France. The last time, in 1974, 
Adelaide played also in black and white stripes and Marconi was coloured with the Italian 
tricolour, but Australia played in green and gold at the World Cup. Maybe my English is a 
little bit confused this time, but 1 hope you understand what | mean. 


Lance Librandi (SA) replies to Arthur Derian's plea for accuracy 


You have a good eye, Arthur, welt spotted! However | also spotted the error in the 
Bulletin Board of SU15 regarding the videos | was after. Only trouble is, | didn't write it. 
There is certainly nothing wrong with my memory - | remember those two games like it was 
yesterday. The error in the article was (heaven, forbid) an SU typing glitch that somehow 
filtered through {shame SU for not owning up). 

France/Brazil was supposed to read Italy/Brazil, and | also vividly remember the details - 
I think 1] changed my name to Paolo Rossi that year! Okay, so | called the game a quarter 
final. Second round, quarter final, what's the difference - we know the one - the game 
before the semi! And as for accuracy, it's Paolo, not Paulo. Anyway, this is all a friendly 
reply and keep writing in - we're all soccer lovers! 

P.S. Do you have the videos? 


Ed Note: Guilty as charged. We'd obviously had far too much to drink that evening and got 
thinking about classic WC 1/4 finals in the 1980's. Nah, just put it down to us being bloody 
sloppy and in future we'll try and proofread each issue before it hits the printers. 


Dr Peter Bayliss (NSW) ponders over some possibitities which would for 
provide more scoring chances. 


What are the options for more goals? 

Option 1: Increase the width of the goal! As a player moves from the penalty spot towards 
the corner flag, the apparent width of the goal varies from a maximum to zero. With an 
increased goal width, the area of the field with a wider apparent width is not great compared 
to the maximum width at present. 

As a player moves from the penalty spot towards the comer flag, the apparent height of the 
goal remains constant. If the height of the goal was increased, a coach would favour a taller 
goalkeeper rather than a more skilful player: an unsatisfactory conclusion. 


Qption 2: Set the corner circle nearer the goal mouth! Many international fields are 80 yards 
wide, which means that the defenders have a long time to judge where the ball will land near 
the goal. Therefore, the chance of a goal from a corner is very low. If the corner circle is 
nearer the goal, then the defenders would not give away corners so frequently. Therefore, 
more playing time. 


Option 3: Decrease the number of players on the field! At present, the players crowd in the 
goalmouth so that there is no time or space to shoot at goal. Ice hockey decreased the 
number of players on the ice from 7 to 6 a number of years ago with a significant increase in 
the number of goals. The option of increasing the size of the field would not solve the 
goalmouth crowding. In addition, there is the practical difficulty of extra ground space. 


We better not print this one in full (or reveal the author!) but we felt we must print 
some of it. 

Enclosed is my $30 subscription for another year of 'SU'. [ drool with anticipation of 
reading another 12 issues of your awesome publication. And | know I'm not the only one 
{who drools} - it's funny, in my little circle of Aussie soccer pals, at around the 20th of each 
month, we all get wet with anticipation: "Have you got SU yet", "Oh, | can hardly wait", etc. 
etc. 

Like we said, we better not... 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


NSW Team line-ups required... 

Andre Kruger (see Dear SU) is having real trouble tracking down NSW 
line-ups between 1970 and 1980. Living in Germany means his letters to 
Federations often fail to get replies so if anyone out there can help him 
he'd really appreciate it. He is also looking for old "Soccer Action’ 
magazines {aren't we alll}. 

So for those that can help can they please write to: 

Andre Kruger, Tollenbrink 14, 30659 Hannover, Germany. 





South Melbourne Info Required... 

Damian Smith, who runs an unofficial South Melbourne web site, is busy 
researching the club's history and would love to hear from anyone who 
may have relevant information. !n particular, newspaper reports or 

: articles dating back to their pre-NSL days. 
Damian can be contacted at 18 Tucker Ave, Garden City 3207. 


Soccer and music DO mix! 


mel-OZ-ic Imports is a new hard rock music distribution company set 
up by meoidic rock freak (and SU subscriber) Eddy M which wouldn't 
normally warrant a mention in these pages except one of the labels they 
are handling is a German/Swedish company called MTM Music, with 
the 'T' representing German legend Thomas Haessler. Eddy can't 
guarantee any autographs from TH but if you're interested in that style 
of music you can contact mel-OZ-ic on (03) 9830-1142 for a catalogue ad 
mail order enquires. 


Inside Soccer update... 

A couple of SU readers were a bit put out by our assessment of the fortnightly 
(soon to be weekly?) soccer paper ‘Inside Soccer’, and pointed out that it is 
worth a little more credit than we suggested. Our 'review' was based on some 
of the earlier issues but we are happy to report that the latest issues contain 
plenty of excellent reading although some of the opinion pieces are, well, 
perhaps you should make up your own mind. If you're having trouble locating 
‘IS' we suggest you call the publisher on (06)299-2332. 


Yep, you CAN subscribe! 


(In fact, it's the only way to be sure you'll get it!) 
Being a fanzine means ‘SU' is unable to distribute itself through the news- 
agencies or at national (or state) league grounds, so if you want to make sure of 
obtaining each and every ish you'll have to SUBSCRIBE. All it takes is a 
cheque or money order for $16 for six issues {or $30 for twelve) and you'll have 
all the relevant news and rumours in your mailbox approximately every 31 days. 
But that's not all! Some back issues are still available, so anyone who was a bit 
late catching on to 'SU' can find out what they missed out on simply by letting 
us know which issues they'd like. Just tell us the issue number and we'll do the 
rest. Okay then, no more excuses. Send your legal tender TODAY to: 


Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Photographs for sale! 


John Punshon has been taking photographs at soccer matches since 1982 
and has a HUGE library of snaps for sale. Included are pictures (all 
b&w) of NSL and State League games as well as most internationals 

played in Melbourne. Bulk rates are negotiable, but single shots (20cm X 

25cm) will set you back $5 (including postage). So any clubs out there 
who may have missed their chance at capturing those special moments, 
or any fans looking for shots of their favourite legerids of the past should 
get in touch with John on (03) 9762-2728 and arrange to check out what 
he has available. 


r Radi ional r, national! 

SRN contacted SUHQ with some info about their programmes for the upcoming 
month and naturally we're happy to let readers know how they can tune in. 
"Match of the Day' and "Boots and Bails' can be heard at various times on 2NUR 
Newcastle, BFM Sydney, Tnple S-FM Canberra, 4CCR Caims, Gippsland FM, 
2GLF Sydney, 2RSR Sydney, 99FM Brisbane, 5EBI Adelaide, 6NR Perth and 
3BM Melbourme. A typical weekly schedule is: 

Sat Oct 26 - 6:30pm - 9:30pm - 'MotD' - Canberra v West Adelaide (live) 
Sun Oct 27 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm - 'MotD' - Sydney Utd v Melb. Knights (live) 
Wed Oct 30 - 8:30pm - 9:30pm - 'B&B' - Studio 
Occasionally, B&B will be broadcast from one of the clubs. 


Look out for..... 


OCTOBER 

26 - Australia take on Tahiti in Papeete in the 1st leg of the Confederations Cup 
qualifier : 

28 - The Gulf Cup winds up with Qatar v Kuwait, Oman v Bahrain 


NOVEMBER 

41 - Australia host the Tahitians in the second leg of the.... AND you get a curtain-raiser: 
Cosmos v Breakers (brought forward from round 79) 

3 - SIX ERICSSON CUP MATCHES ON THE SAME DAY'!! - Remember to take ya 
transistor... 

6 - The first of this season's (many?) mid-week fixtures with Ad City hosting South 
Melbourne and the first Cr, sorry, Sydney United playing the Melbourne Knights. 
8,9,10 - WC: African second round group matches kick-off 

10 - Collingwood return to Vic Park for the first time since they threw the gates open. 
Plus a Sydney derby with Utd v UTS 

WC: Croatia v Greece, Switzerland v Norway, Scotland v Sweden, Yugoslavia v Czech 
Rep, Bolivia v Colombia, Chile v Uruguay 

Plus - the Joeys head off to South America for a series of matches 

15 - Deadline for material for SU19. 

24 - Derby day in Melbourne with South hosting the Knights, and in Adelaide with City 
officially at home. Meanwhile, over in Spain, the FIFA Futsal Championships get 
underway. See page 25 for groupings. 

Rumours persist about an Eastern European opponent for the Socceroos... 


DECEMBER 

4-21 - Asian Cup Finals in UAE. (Who do you reckon will do the scouting?) 
Group A (Abu Dhabi) - UAE, South Korea, Kuwait, Indonesia 

Group B (Dubai) - Saudi Arabaia, Iran, traq, Thaitand 

Group C (Al Ain) - Japan, China, Syria, Uzbekistan 

8 - The Knights host Marconi in a replay of last year's big one. 

21 - WC: The USA travel to Guatemala for their last semi-final group match. 


1997 


APRIL 
Oceania qualifiers for the Under 17 World Cup 





